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Lake Marion Pretty Low
Lake Jocassee
South Carolina Water Resources Advisory  
Committee (SCWRAC).
• Representative Don Bowen, South Carolina District 8. 
• Senator Kevin Bryant, South Carolina District 3.  
• Senator Bob Waldrep, past Chair, SC Senate Ag. And N. 
R. Comm. 
• Susan Aiken, office of U.S. Senator Jim DeMint.
• Janice McCord, office of U.S. Congressman Gresham 
Barrett.
• Dr. Gene Eidson, Clemson University Restoration Institute
• Jerry Craft, former advisor to Alan Greenspan.
• Tom Allen, former Director Maryland Dept. of the 
Environment.
• Mike Massey, WRAC Chairman and LHA Legislative 
Committee Chair
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SCWRAC Objectives
• Review current water plans and issues
• Identify and suggest revisions if necessary
• Propose steps to implement 
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WHY IS A WATER PLAN NEEDED?
• Water is a finite resource
• Population is increasing
• Water usage is increasing 
• Proper management is necessary
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Why A Comprehensive Water Plan Is 
Important to SC
• A well-defined comprehensive plan, 
including water management practices, 
prepares us for the future
• Economic growth depends on wise 
management of this important treasure
• We have started experiencing water use 
conflicts with NC and GA as well as salt-
water intrusion and assimilitive capacity 
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How Much Water Is Useable?
http://ga.water.usgs.gov/edu/earthwherewater.html - October 9, 2008
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Review Existing Water Reports
• SC has two water documents to consider: 
•“South Carolina Water Plan, 2nd Edition, 
January 2004” by the SC DNR
– www.dnr.sc.gov/water/admin/pubs/pdfs/SCWaterPlan2.pdf
•“Water Law Report, January 2004”  by the
Governor’s Water Law Review Committee
– http://scwaterlaw.sc.gov/
• Both include a review of all major water 
issues and current processes
• Both identify a large number of significant 
recommendations. 
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The SC Governor’s Water Law Report
January 2004
A Key Recommendation:
“Great opportunities exist, but so do time 
pressures to resolve key water 
management questions. The 
importance of the issues discussed in 
this report calls for the State’s very 
best efforts.”
http://scwaterlaw.sc.gov/
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The South Carolina Water Plan  
January 2004
Cover Letter states:
• Contains “recommendations and policies 
the State of SC should adopt at this point 
in our history….”
• “guidelines have been drawn….”
• “solutions proposed”…”will certainly 
provoke further awareness..”
• Effective water resource management “is 
beyond the scope of any one agency…”
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INITIAL FINDINGS
• There is no comprehensive plan to resolve 
and implement the many recommendations
• Issues resolved independently as-needed
• Water management diverse among depts.
• Water Basins managed in generic fashion
• Many industries reluctant to change process. 
• Water laws need review and strengthening 
• Water talks with neighbor States suffer
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Neighbor States Water Plans
GA, NC, FL, AL have recognized the need to 
revised their water planning process to
include the following:
• Primary environmental management maintained within 
DEP, DNR or an equivalent, 
• By an act of legislature formed water management 
councils under DEP or DNR to develop:
– a Comprehensive Water Plan and 
– suggest a single permanent water management 
dept./group/organization
• Most have also formed sub-councils with managers for
each water basin/region under the council but with a 
certain amount of autonomy.   
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GEORGIA
A COMPREHENSIVE WATER PLAN APPROVED 
BY GOVERNOR PERDUE ON FEBRUARY 6, 2008
• Legislature approved a Georgia Water 
Planning Act in January, 2004
• DEP formed a Water Council to manage the 
Water Plan development via advisory committees
• Four years of effort to develop by January 2008.
• The Water Council was appointed to implement 
and manage approved water plan
• Regional Water Basin Planning Council’s are 
now being established 
http://www.georgiawatercouncil.org/Files_PDF/water_plan_20080109.pdf
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GA Water Basin Management
Regions managed by Water Council
(Under Rules Established in Comp. Water Plan)
Each of 10 water basins 
will have a 28 member 
Regional Water Basin 
Planning Council
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FLORIDA
FLORIDA WATER PLAN APPROVED BY THE
LEGISLATURE IN 2001
• It is the DEP’s principal planning tool for 
long-term protection of FL water resources
• The plan is managed via the Water Resource 
Management Board
• The WRMB manages separate water districts
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/waterpolicy/index.htm
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FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
The Water 
Resource 
Management 
Board manages 
five separate 
water 
management 
districts
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North Carolina
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES:
• Developing a comprehensive fifty-year 
water supply plan
• Under guidance of Department of 
Water Resources
• Includes river basin strategies
http://www.ncwater.org/
•WRAC 
•Slide 20
•10/15/08
North Carolina Independent River 
Basin Strategy Boundaries
The Department of Water Resources 
manages individual river basin water 
supply planning strategies
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ALABAMA
ALABAMA LEGISLATURE FORMS WATER  
PLANNING COMMITTEE on April12, 2008
• Called the “Alabama Permanent Joint
Legislative Committee on Water Policy and 
Management”
• Studying and setting policy for usage of state 
waters. 
• “a comprehensive water management plan
is critical to the state's economic well being.” *
• “criticized during the three-state talks for not 
having a management policy.” * 
*Alabama “Times Daily”,  Apr 12, 2008
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SCWRAC Recommendation 
DEVELOP A SOUTH CAROLINA 
COMPREHENSIVE WATER PLAN
1. Propose legislation to create a “South Carolina 
Water Management Board” for water planning
– Under DHEC, DNR or other agency
– One person in charge
– No new department to start, just added duties
– Consists of Representatives from various State 
departments with water responsibilities  
– Charged to develop the comprehensive  water 
management plan for South Carolina.
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Create a Comprehensive Water Plan
2. Water Management Board should:
– Establish guiding principles
– Manage the plan development 
– Create advisory committees to develop recommendations 
for specific activities 
• Surface water, Interbasin transfers, legislative, administration, 
etc.  (“We” get involved)
– Ensure coordination among advisory committees
– Build upon current statutory framework 
– Develop and approve a draft plan including new 
management practices if needed
– Submit the plan to the legislature and Governor •WRAC 
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Water Plan Benefits
• Allows simultaneous issue resolution  
• Protects SC water resources via detailed 
planning, assessment and monitoring process
• Provides clear path for issue resolution 
• Has buy-in by all participating groups
 Provides a platform for negotiation with other 
States 
 Guides South Carolina wisely into the future 
and,
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Water Plan Benefits
•Allows for regional basin management
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“We” get involved.
Current Status
• “Comprehensive State-wide Water 
Management Planning Act”
• H4393 and S925 introduced in January 2008
• Gained support but held up due to legislative 
issues with S428.
• Will be re-introduced in January 2009 with 
revisions 
We should have a clear path forward as we  
venture into the future
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Scientific American Special Issue
October, 2008
“water is ultimately more important 
than oil because it is more 
immediately crucial for life, and there 
is no substitute. And it seems we are 
approaching an era of peak water—
the lack of cheap water. The situation 
should already be considered a crisis, 
but the public has not grasped the 
urgency.”
Source: Scientific American, October 2008
http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=the-future-of-fuel
•WRAC 
•Slide 28
•10/15/08
It’s Not Really Funny
“The State” Newspaper, March16, 2008
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Suggested Strategic and Operational Steps
4 - Review Current 
Policy and Documents
1 – Water Mgmt. Board to 
Identify Goals
2 - Develop 
principles
3 - Create 
Advisory 
Committees
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Surface water
Groundwater
Interbasin transfers
Technical
Administrative
Legal, etc.
Suggested Strategic and Operational Steps
(Continued)
5 - Develop Statewide
Plan
11 – Revise Plan
4 - Review Current 
Policy and Documents
6 - Develop Regional 
Planning Processes
Regional Groups
Approved 
Regional plans
7 - Evaluate Regional Plans
10 yes
9 no
A B C D (?)
8
12 - Governor 
and Legislature 
approve
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13 – begin water 
plan administration
